Introduction
Male transvestism and male transsexualism have been known to exist in Singapore for a long time. These people would gather at night in certain localities of the city, where they were believed to be associated with male prostitution. On 29 July 1971 a gynaecologist performed the first sexual reassignment surgery in Singapore.
Publicity in the local press brought a constant flow of persons to Woodbridge Hospital seeking psychiatric assessment for suitability to undergo the operation.
Method and Material
Most of the cases were referred to the hospital by the gynaecologist who would later perform the operation on suitable cases. The patients would be required to undergo (i) a complete 
Prevalence

Results and Discussion
The prevalence (based on only Singapore born male residents) over the period 1971â€"76 was i in 25,000. This was four times higher than the figure of i in ioo,ooo estimated by Pauly (1968) for the USA. For the male population above the age of 55 the Singapore figure was about i in i6,ooo, more than twice the figure of i in 37,000 found by WÃ¢linder (1968) Only one denied such experience, and no infor mation was available from 8 cases. Many of these patients had been exposed to anal inter course at a relatively early age. About 50 per cent had their first anal sexual intercourse before the age of @.
Transsexual feelings and cross-dressing behaviour
At their first attendance, 48 were fully dressed, manicured and made up like females. The other eight, who were either in unisex or male clothes, ultimately changed to full female attire. Those who practisedprostitution tended to exaggerate female mannerisms, gestures and gait. The majority said they felt that they were females as early as they could remember. By the age of nine, 92 per cent felt that they should be females. Eighty-seven per cent had their first cross-dressing experience before the age of 14. Their next period of cross-dressing was after they left school, when they could be free from parental control. From here onwards the cross-dressing behaviour became more frequent and obvious, until eventually they cross-dressed completely.
Apart from cross dressing, manicuring, etc, at least 41 (73 per cent) had been receiving female hormones and g (i6 per cent) had undergone operations to develop their breasts. Self-castration, which was attributed the high scores in his study to special selection, in that the more intelligent trans sexuals were more likely to come forward for sex reassignment. 
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